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Methodology and Prospects of Study on Theory of Compatibility

of Prescriptions in Traditional Chinese Medicine
Wang Jie (Guanganmen Hospital, China Academy of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Beijingl00052)
Guo Lili and Yang Ge (Xiyuan Hospital, China Academy of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100091)
Wang Yongyan (China Academy of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100070)

There are quite a lot of methods for the compatibility of prescriptions in traditional Chinese medicine (TCM), a-

mong which the compatibility of prescriptions based on the seven emotional factors (i.e.. joy, anger, melancholy, hrood-

ing, sorrow, fear and shock) is the basic form and that based on monarch (i.e., principal drug), minister, assistant and

guide (i.e., all auxiliary drugs) is the main rule of them. In the study of the compatibility of prescriptions the theories
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of TCM should be taken for guidance and the studies of effective components and the pharmacology of drugs be com-
bined, and through the study of disassembling a prescription principal drug (or drugs) or active matters in the drugs of
the prescription should be determined so as to find out optimal combination of effective components of a compound
prescription, a study that starts from the parts of a whole and finally returns to the whole. Therefore, the compatibility f
TCM prescriptions must have its characteristics of the times in the 21st century, that is, the compatibility of effective
components under the guidance of TCM theories should be a new mode, which should be based on the combination of
a disease and its syndromes, the correspondence between the prescription and syndromes of a disease and the unifor-
mity of theories and prescriptions and be guided by TCM theories, the thinking of system science and the traditional
theories of compatibility of TCM prescriptions; should get rid of all indifferent matters in prescriptions and prepared
pieces of herbal medicine; should take components of a dry as the form of its expression; should aim at given limited
indications; should adopt multi—components, multi—targets, integration and readjustment as its fundamental functioning
mode; and should be able to differentiate diseases and to be used for the differentiation of syndromes. The basic meth-
ods for the accomplishment of the compatibility of TCM effective components can be summarized as follows: the com-
patibility of standard components of single medicinal herbes, the compatibility of effective components of different
medicinal plants, the compatibility of components aiming at different pharmacological stages and the compatibility with
the aim at diseases and their syndromes, and its principal features should be that the components taking part in the
compatibility are easily understandable, the targets of their functions are clear, their quality is stable and controllable
and have little toxicity and side effects as well as the functions of its wholism are similar to those of traditional TCM
patent drugs. The said mode of compatibility may be able to open up new approach as to the treatment of diseases in-
volved and the enhancement of curative effects.

Kew Words: compatibility of TCM prescription, theoretical study
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Study on the Morphology and Germination of Sterllaria Dichotoma L. var. Lanceolata Beg.Seeds
Peng li, Wu xiaoling(School of Life Sciences, Ningxia University, Yinchuan 750021)
Bao rui, Wei hong(Luyuan Institute of Medicinal Plants in Ningxia, Ling Wu 751410)

A comparison on the morphological characteristics of Sterllaria dichotoma L. var. lanceolata Beg seeds was con-
ducted between those which are wild and those which are cultured. The result shows that there is no obvious difference
between them on morphology. In order to investigate seeds germination percentage, optimum germination conditions in-
cluding four levels of constant temperature treatments and three levels of light treatments were selected. The germina-
tion percentage of seeds from different planting areas was also studied. By statistical analysis, seeds from different
planting areas show different germination percentage, but no significant difference was found between big and small
seeds as well as between wild and cultured seeds.

Key words: seeds of Sterllaria dichotoma L.var.lanceolata Beg, morphological characteristics, germination percent-
age
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