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Study on Methodology for Determination of polysaccharides of Astragalus Membranaceus
Li Xiaodong,Chen Jinshan,Chen Feng and Zhang Xiaoru
(laboratory of Pharmaceutics,Department of Materia Medica,
Fyjian Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine,Fuzhou 350030)

In this article the cotent of polysaccharides of Astragalus membranaceus is determined by ultraviolet spectropho-
tometry.And it is showed through the determination of saccharides of both the water—soluble and water-insoluble parts
as well as the mixture of them with saccharides of Astragalus membranaceus that the total content of saccharides of the
water—soluble and water—insoluble parts is close to that of their mixture and it is suggested that there must be more ac-
curacy if saccharides of the effective parts of this plant is extiracted with boiling water instead of cold water in consid-
eration of the characteristics of saccharides and the positive reaction of Molish. The result of the study presented in
this article proves that water—insoluble saccharides can be
also determined by the method of phenol-sulfuric acid.
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