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Progress in Study of Pharmacological Activity of Curcumin Derivatives

Zhang Xiaoguang and Xu Jianhua
(Fujian University of Medical Sciences, Fuzhou 350004, Fujian Province, China)

Curcuma longa L. is a plant of Zingiberaceae and Curcuma genus, which grow mainly in such countries as China,

India and Japan, and its root is used as medicine. In 1870 curcumin was separated from the plants of Curcuma genus

and in 1910 Lampe and other scholars first expounded its chemical construction.lt is proved that curcumin has exten-

sive pharmacological functions,such as anti-tumor,anti —inflamination , anti —oxidation , anti —hapatoxin , anti ~-theuma-

tism, bacteriostasis, anti—hypotension and the reduction of cholesteral. At present studies are focused on the modifica-

tion of its chemical construction at home and abroad. This article summarizes the progress of the present studies in

curcumin derivatives.
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