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Theoretical Basis of SNOMED CT Classification
Guo Yufeng, Liu Baoyan, Yin Aining
( China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing,100700)

SNOMED CT, or Systemized Nomenclature of Medicine ,Clinical Terms, makes Western medical terms into 19 hierar-

chies, using a special classification methodology. The widespread and successful application of SNOMED CT in some 30

countries/regions has confirmed the fact that SNOMED CT is a rational and feasible nomenclature, and its classification

methodology is compatible with Western medicines intrinsical rules. Authors believe that the ontology of modermn Western

medicine is the theoretical foundation of SNOMED CT classification, through reviewing the strict regulations of SNOMED CT

top — level hierarchies in the past decades, and the mutual relationships between top — level hierarchies of SNOMED CT.
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