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System Biology and Its Application in TCM Formula Study
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The development of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) formula in a modernized context has been an endeavor of
the TCM industry for many years, though TCM has not yet been understood in a clear manner of its physical basis and
mechanism, due to its multi—component and multi—targets nature. Fortunately, system biology is in a position to pro-
vide novel insights for TCM study. This means, some difficult spots of TCM formula study, including the physical basis
of TCM therapeutic effects, compatibility, pharmacology and action mechanism, will be addressed in an effective man-
ner, and the problem of "black box" in TCM study fully understood, with the help of system biology. In this review,
authors discussed different thoughts and methods of system biology and their applications in TCM formula study.

Keywords: system biology; traditional Chinese medicine formula
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