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Some opinions on bioassay for the quality control of Chinese medicines
Xiao Xiaohe, Yan Dan, Wang Jiaho, Jin Cheng
(China Military Institute of Chinese Materia Medica, 302 Military Hospital of China, Beijing 100039, China)

Abstract: Bioassay has been an important and promising aspect for the quality control of Chinese medicines. In order
to promote and standardize the bioassay for Chinese medicines, some problems and misunderstandings, as well as its

role and function about bioassay, are discussed in this paper. The main suggestions are as follows:

(1) The develop-
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mental history of drug quality control patterns shows that the bioassay appeared earlier than chemical analysis, but this
does not mean the bioassay pattern is outdated.(2) In the quality control system of Chinese medicines, the bioassay
method is important and indispensable.(3) The bioassay method may be used to complement the current quality control
system rather than to replace it.(4) The bioassay is not equal to the pharmacological investigation, as it has to meet the
requirements of both quantitative pharmacology and pharmaceutical analytics.(5) As bioassay application in Chinese
medicine is at the initial stage, the requirements of chemical analysis are not fully suitable in not only the specificity
of detection parameters but also the quality of methodology. Being under development and improvement, the bioassay
for quality control of Chinese medicines will be accessible in the near future.

Keywords: Chinese medicines;quality control; bioassay ; issues and misunderstandings
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