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Effects of Cortex Fraxini Decoction on Embryo-Fetal Development in Rats
Zhang Min, Liu Xiaomeng, Song Jie, Hu Yanping, Wang Xiuweng, Li Bo
(National Institute for the Control of Pharmaceutical and Biological Products, National Center for
Safety Evaluation of Drugs, Beijing 100176, China)

Abstract: The potential for Cortex Fraxini decoction to induce developmental toxicity was investigated in SD rats.
Timed-pregnant SD rats (20 rats/group) were given Cortex Fraxini decoction (27.3g (herbal raw material)/kg/day) or
vehicles (distilled water) by gavage on gestation days 6 through 17. Maternal clinical sign, abortions, premature de—
liveries, and body weight were monitored throughout gestation. At termination (gestation days 20) pregnant females
were evaluated for clinical status and gestational outcome; live fetuses were examined for gender, external, visceral

(World Science and Technology/Modernization of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Materia Medica) 791

PDF L "pdfFactory Pro™ i FH AL www.fineprint.cn



http://www.fineprint.cn
http://www.fineprint.cn

2010 £+-% ZFEhHE *Vol.12 No5

and skeletal malformation and variations. No deaths, premature deliveries or dose-related clinical signs were attribut—
ed to Cortex Fraxini decoction. Maternal body weight and body weight gain were not affected. Food consumption was
significantly decreased from GD6 to GD12 and increased from GD18 to GD 20. Fetal weights were statistically in—
creased. There were no effects observed on fetus viability, incidences of fetal malformation and variation. These re-
sults demonstrate that Cortex Fraxini decoction has no detectable adverse effects on either the treated FO female rats
or the fetuses.

Keywords: Cortex fraxini decoction, Developmental toxicity
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