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Theory Based on Body Experience and Perception
—Analysis of Metaphorical Characteristics of Etiology in Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) Using
Wind of the Six Evils as an Example
Jia Chunhua
(Beijing University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Methods used in the etiology of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) were briefly reviewed. This article
provided the metaphorical characteristics of TCM in the analysis of etiology systematically. Wind, one of the Six
Evils, was used as an example. It concluded that ancient TCM physicians had transplanted some properties of the
natural wind into the explanation of TCM theories. Therefore, the concept of Wind as a pathogenic factor and its re—
lated characteristics has been used in the medical field. This is the way of metaphorical cognition from the perspec—
tive of cognitive linguistics, which interprets unfamiliar things with the help of familiar things. The term of Six Evils
in TCM is a metaphorical concept in the explanation of TCM etiology.

Keywords: Etiology, Six Evils, Metaphorical cognition, Conceptual metaphor
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