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Analysis on Patents of International Traditional Medicine Issued by U.S.
Fu Junying, Cao Yan
(Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of China, Beijing 100038, China)

Abstract: This article aimed to analyze the distribution of patents of international traditional medicine (TM) in order
to enhance the intellectual property protection of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM). Issued patents of the ISTIC-
USPAD were used as data source in the analysis of international TM patents with patentometrics. The searching re-
sult was that there are 5335 issued patents. The germination phase of issued patents is from 1976 to 1990. And the
development phase is from 1991 to 1996 for TM patents. The maturation phase started from 1997. And the issued
patent amount reached its peak number of 466 in 2002. The acquired patent amount in the U.S., Japan, France, In-
dia and Germany is more than the amount in other countries or areas. China ranked as the 10th position. The Coun-
cil of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) was the institute with the most issued patents. The U.S. was re-
viewed as the one with the most TM patent inventors. Cheung Ling Yuk from Hong Kong ranked the 5th position a—
mong all inventors in the world. TM patents include areas, such as biocides, pest repellants or attractants, or plant
growth regulators, and plant material or plant extract of undetermined constitution as active ingredients. It is con-
cluded that TM has a long history in China with systematic development on education, clinical practice and re-
search. However, the awareness and methods of TCM intellectual property protection should be further improved.
Keywords: Traditional medicine, U.S. issued patents, ISTIC-USPAD
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