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Thinking on Diagnostic Methods Dual Structure in Ancient Traditional Chinese Medicine Books
Liang Rong
(Department of TCM Diagnostics, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: By analyzing ancient diagnostic method monographs and clinical works, traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM) diagnostics had characteristics of correlation of four examinations and the specialty of seeking diagnostic
methods specificity was put forward. The Treatise on Febrile Diseases recorded that "Diagnose by observing any
one of the symptoms" was the description of this research feature. Diagnostic methods dual structure revealed that
two objectives of the diagnostic study. The first one is the investigation in using human body, especially using
practitioners” sense organs to demonstrate the human body sensation. The second one is the research in raising
the accuracy of diagnostics, especially by paying attention to diagnostic specificity. The understanding of dual
structure in TCM diagnostic methods may improve the diagnostic methods strategy and effectiveness in diagnostics
education and in clinical studies.
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