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Thinking and Discussion on the Carcinogenicity of Aristolochic Acids,
A Class of Compounds from Traditional Chinese Medicine:
A Summary of the Presentations in the International Symposium on the
Safety of Traditional Chinese Medicine

Luan Yang"’
(1. School of Public Health, School of Medicine, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200025, China;
2. Joint Laboratory on Chinese Herbal Medicine Safety, Shanghai 200025, China)

Abstract: The safety of aristolochic acids (AAs)—containing Chinese herbal medicine has raised concern in
recent years. Dr. Luan Yang with her team, are studying on the carcinogenesis of AAs in School of Public
Health, Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine. She also organized workshops on herbal safety
and AAs toxicity in 2015 and 2018, respectively. The present special issue aims to present the ongoing
progress in AAs carcinogenesis studies, containing research articles, reviews and insights, with contributions
from the leading researchers and groups in the area of Chinese herbal medicine safety study. Together with
the summary of workshops on AAs safety, this issue will provide valuable reference for risk assessment and
prevention and control of adverse reactions (especially carcinogenicity) of Chinese herbal medicine, and
provide valuable ideas for how to scientifically inherit traditional Chinese medicine.

Keywords: Aristolochic acids, Carcinogenesis, Adverse drug reactions, Safe medication
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